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AT NIGHT

Pooya Afzali  ·  Iran  ·  5’00
Session 1 “What We Carry Within Us” · Wednesday 16 September 
2026 · 7:30 p.m.
SDG 16 — Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

In the midst of war, three matches briefly hold back the darkness. A poetic animation in which love and imagination create a fragile 
refuge.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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THE FILM

Making room for tenderness in a world at war
SYNOPSIS
In a world marked by war, a man uses his last three matches to 
illuminate the face of the person he loves. When darkness becomes 
total, their intimacy gives rise to an unexpected forest - a fragile space 
of protection against the violence outside.

DIRECTOR
Pooya Afzali · Production: Kaar Studio

TECHNIQUE
2D digital animation · without dialogue

THEMES
war · love · imagination · refuge · light and darkness · resilience · 
peace

CONNECTING THE FILM WITH SDG 16

Peace: what becomes possible when violence no longer defines the horizon?
At Night does not explain the conflict surrounding its characters; it places us beside two people trying to preserve a space of intimacy and 
humanity. Through SDG 16, the film can open a conversation about what war does to everyday life, why peace is more than the absence of 
fighting, and how images of refuge, care and imagination can help us think about dignity and security.

Mediation note: no filmmaker interview or director statement was available for this guide. The questions below are proposed by the Festival from the film, 
its official synopsis and its visual language; they do not claim to represent the filmmaker’s intentions.

BEFORE THE SCREENING

• What images do you associate with safety and refuge?

• How can light and darkness change the meaning of a scene?

• Can imagination become a form of protection or resistance?

AFTER THE SCREENING

• What changes when the matches disappear and darkness takes 
over?

• How does the forest transform the meaning of the film?

• What does the absence of dialogue allow us to feel or imagine?



Festival du film Merveilleux & Imaginaire · 16e édition · 2026 · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com

FILM & MEDIATION GUIDE 2026
16th edition · 16–18 September 2026

Under the patronage of the French National Commission for UNESCO

MEDIATION TOOL

Workshop: Three matches for peace
Suggested duration: 30 to 45 minutes · Small-group work followed by a collective discussion.

1
Observe

Identify the visual and sound signs of danger, 
intimacy, darkness and refuge.

2
Interpret

Separate what the film shows from what you 
infer or symbolically read.

3
Create

Imagine a three-shot sequence that moves 
from threat toward a space of peace, without 
dialogue.

How it works
1. Inventory — List details linked to light, darkness, fire, faces, the city, the forest and sound.
2. Two columns — Write “What we see” and “What we infer”. Keep observation and interpretation distinct.
3. Three matches — Give each match a word such as safety, love, memory, hope or dignity, and explain your choice.
4. Storyboard — Design three images in which an environment gradually changes from threat to refuge.
5. Discuss — What is the difference between a personal refuge and collective peace? What conditions make peace durable?

Formats to co-create with the Festival
Screening + guided discussion · programme around peace and imagination · SDG pathway · visual-symbolism workshop · filmmaker or guest 
encounter, subject to availability.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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IMAGES FROM THE FILM

At Night · visual world

The Festival
The Festival du Film Merveilleux & Imaginaire works with schools, universities, cultural institutions and partners wishing to organise screenings 
around wonder, imagination and the Sustainable Development Goals. Based on your audience, themes and objectives, we can draw on our 
network of filmmakers and our film selection to create a tailor-made programme.

Imagine a screening with the Festival
A programme may include one or several short films, a mediation session, audience discussion, workshop or encounter with a filmmaker or guest, 
depending on the project and availability. Each programme is designed as an experience of discovery and dialogue, adapted to the context, 
participants’ age and the host organisation’s objectives.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com


