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BOURREAU DES CŒURS
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SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities and Communities

On Paris’s Pont des Arts, two visions of the city collide: protect a monument, or preserve the traces of love that have become part of its 
soul? An animated romantic comedy about heritage, public space and emotional memory.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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THE FILM

When love leaves a mark on the city
SYNOPSIS
Grégoire, an employee of the City of Paris, works to preserve the Pont 
des Arts by cutting off the love locks that threaten the monument. 
Sophie, a convinced romantic, wants instead to protect these symbols 
of eternal love that have become part of the city’s soul. Together, they 
discover that love can mend even the most broken hearts.

DIRECTORS
Inès Moussard, Antoine Genza, Ilian Belkilani, Sam Ripart, Alexandre Julhe 
& Camille Duvere · Production: Philippe Meis

THEMES
heritage · public space · memory · love · city · uses of place · belonging

CONNECTING THE FILM WITH SDG 11

City and heritage: how can we protect a place without erasing what it means to the people 
who use it?
Through SDG 11, Bourreau des Cœurs can open a discussion about heritage conservation, uses of public space and emotional attachment to the 
city. The conflict around the love locks on the Pont des Arts makes a concrete tension visible: how can a monument be protected while recognising 
the stories and emotions that residents and visitors project onto it?

Mediation note: no filmmaker interview or director statement was available for this guide. The Festival’s proposals are based on the official synopsis, the film images 
and its SDG reading; they do not claim to represent the filmmakers’ intentions.

BEFORE THE SCREENING

• Who does a monument symbolically belong to: the city, residents or 
visitors?

• Can a trace left by the public become part of heritage?

• What gives a place its “soul”: architecture, history or the ways people use 
it?

AFTER THE SCREENING

• Why do Grégoire and Sophie see the Pont des Arts differently?

• How does the film transform a heritage dispute into a love story?

• Can a place be protected while still making room for the emotions and 
practices of the people who use it?
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MEDIATION TOOL

Workshop: Mapping the soul of a place
Suggested duration: 30 to 45 minutes · Small-group work followed by a collective discussion.

1
Observe

Identify what belongs to the monument itself, 
everyday use and emotional memory.

2
Debate

Put conservation, freedom of use and symbolic 
attachment into tension.

3
Imagine

Design a rule or device that protects both the 
place and the stories attached to it.

How it works
1. Choose a place — A bridge, square, park, school or building known to the group.
2. Three layers — Note its architecture, official history and personal memories or everyday uses.
3. Conflict — Imagine two people who want to protect the place in different ways.
4. Solution — Propose a rule, installation or ritual that balances conservation and appropriation.
5. Share — Explain what, for the group, truly turns a place into heritage.

Formats to co-create with the Festival
Screening + guided discussion · programme around cities and heritage · SDG pathway · sensitive-mapping workshop · filmmaker or guest 
encounter, subject to availability.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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IMAGES FROM THE FILM

Bourreau des Cœurs · visual world

The Festival
The Festival du Film Merveilleux & Imaginaire works with schools, universities, cultural institutions and partners wishing to organise screenings around 
wonder, imagination and the Sustainable Development Goals. Based on your audience, themes and objectives, we can draw on our network of filmmakers 
and our film selection to create a tailor-made programme.

Imagine a screening with the Festival
A programme may include one or several short films, a mediation session, audience discussion, workshop or encounter with a filmmaker or guest, depending 
on the project and availability. Each programme is designed as an experience of discovery and dialogue, adapted to the context, participants’ age and the 
host organisation’s objectives.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com


