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Under the full moon, a village on the banks of the Nile becomes the setting for an encounter between myth, music and collective memory.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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THE FILM

A place is also made of stories
SYNOPSIS
Under the full moon, a village on the banks of the Nile holds its 
breath. A creature, half-dog, half-god, prowls the deserted streets. As 
everything goes dark in its path, one last light remains by the river: a 
musician is playing the flute. Their encounter is inevitable.

DIRECTORS
Julien Regnard & Pascal Giraud · Belgium / France

THEMES
community · heritage · place · legend · music · memory · imagination · 
identity

CONNECTING THE FILM WITH SDG 11

What makes the identity of a place beyond its buildings?
SDG 11 offers a way to explore cities and communities through culture and intangible heritage. In El Din, the village on the banks of the Nile 
becomes a space where architecture, music, fear, legend and imagination shape a shared memory. The film invites viewers to consider everything 
that gives a place its identity beyond geography alone.

Mediation note: no filmmaker interview or director statement was available for this guide. The Festival’s proposals are based on the official synopsis, the supplied 
images and the SDG reading associated with the film; they do not impose a single interpretation of the work.

BEFORE THE SCREENING

• What makes the identity of a place beyond its buildings?

• Do legends form part of a community’s heritage?

• What sounds, stories or traditions do you associate with a place you 
know?

AFTER THE SCREENING

• How is the village presented before the creature arrives?

• What might the final light and the musician represent?

• Why place the encounter on the banks of the river?

• Which elements of the film belong to tangible heritage, and which to 
intangible heritage?



Festival du film Merveilleux & Imaginaire · 16e édition · 2026 · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com

FILM & MEDIATION GUIDE 2026
16th edition · 16–18 September 2026

Under the patronage of the French National 
Commission for UNESCO

MEDIATION TOOL

Workshop: The sensory map of a place
Suggested duration: 35 to 50 minutes · Small-group work followed by a collective discussion.

1
Map

Sketch the village in the film 
or a familiar place using a 
few simple landmarks.

2
Layer

Add the sounds, stories or 
legends and human uses 
that give the place meaning.

3
Pass it on

Choose what should be 
preserved to help tell the 
identity of the place.

How it works
1. Draw a very simple map of the village in the film or of a place you know.
2. Add three layers to the map: sounds, stories or legends, and human uses.
3. Identify the material elements of the place - buildings, streets, river, objects - and the intangible ones - music, memory, beliefs and stories.
4. Show how these different layers create an identity that goes beyond geography.
5. Choose one trace you would like to preserve or pass on: a sound, story, tradition, gesture or place.
6. Extension: collect a short story, sound or tradition linked to a nearby place and think about how it could be passed on.

Formats to co-create with the Festival
Screening + guided discussion · SDG 11 pathway · “sensory map of a place” workshop · programme on heritage, memory and imagination · filmmaker or 
guest encounter, subject to availability.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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IMAGES FROM THE FILM

El Din · visual world

The Festival
The Festival du Film Merveilleux & Imaginaire works with schools, universities, cultural institutions and partners wishing to organise screenings around 
wonder, imagination and the Sustainable Development Goals. Based on your audience, themes and objectives, we can draw on our network of filmmakers 
and our film selection to create a tailor-made programme.

Imagine a screening with the Festival
A programme may include one or several short films, a mediation session, audience discussion, workshop or encounter with a filmmaker or guest, depending 
on the project and availability. Each programme is designed as an experience of discovery and dialogue, adapted to the context, participants’ age and the 
host organisation’s objectives.

Would you like to imagine a screening or activity with us?
This guide accompanies the discovery of the film and offers mediation ideas. For a school, university or institutional screening, the Festival can draw on 
its network of filmmakers and its film selection to design a tailor-made programme adapted to your audience and objectives.
contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com · www.festival-film-merveilleux.com


