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Session 2 “Looking It in the Face” - Thursday 17 September 2026 - 7:30 p.m.
SDG 13 — Climate Action

A journey from live action into animation that explores how imagination can transform a feeling of
powerlessness into hope, and hope into a desire to act in the face of major contemporary challenges.

Would you like to imagine a screening or project with us?

This guide accompanies the film and offers mediation pathways. For a school, university or institutional screening,
the Festival can draw on its network of filmmakers and film selection to build a tailor-made programme adapted to

your audience and objectives.

contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com - www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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From anxiety to imagination, then to action

HOPE follows a young woman confronted
by a stream of troubling images and
information. Guided by a butterfly, she
crosses into an animated world where
imagination opens a passage toward hope
and the possibility of action.

Climate - hope - imagination - action - emotions
=y - information - animation - transformation

READING THE FILM THROUGH SDG 13
Climate action - recovering a sense of agency

HOPE is associated with SDG 13 in the 2026 selection. The film opens a conversation about what happens when an
accumulation of alarming information produces discouragement, and how imagination can reopen a sense of
possibility. Mediation can explore the passage from emotion to action while recognising that climate action can be
individual, collective and institutional.

“My intention was to create a magical animated world that our protagonist, Salome, escapes into, allowing
her to become more optimistic and take action.”

Jamal Ademola, filmmaker

What can repeated exposure to alarming information How does the transition from live action to animation
about the world make us feel? change our understanding of the protagonist’s inner state?

Can imagination help us respond to a real-world What role does the butterfly play as a threshold between
problem? two worlds?

What is the difference between being optimistic and Which visual elements transform discouragement into
having hope? possibility?

By the end, is hope presented as an emotion, a decision,
or an action?

This SDG reading is a mediation pathway proposed by the Festival. It is not intended to impose a single interpretation on the work.

Festival du film Merveilleux & Imaginaire - 16th edition - 2026 - www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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Workshop: From scrolling to action

Suggested duration: 30 to 45 minutes - Individual work followed by small-group or class discussion.

Observe Imagine Connect to SDG 13
Identify how image and sound express Understand how wonder and animation Move from a feeling of powerlessness
the movement from saturation to create a space for transformation. toward reflection on possible forms of
openness. action.

Process

Identify — Find three stages in the journey: overload or discouragement, the threshold into imagination, and a return toward
the possibility of action.

Break it down — For each stage, identify one filmmaking choice: colour, light, movement, sound, framing or animation
technique.

Name the emotions — Associate each stage with an emotion or state: shock, fear, curiosity, wonder, hope, determination...

Create a portal — Choose a climate-related issue and imagine, in six images or six sentences, a passage from powerlessness
toward one realistic individual, collective or institutional action.

Discuss — What makes an action credible? How can hope become more than a feeling and turn into a force for mobilisation?

%

Formats to co-design with the Festival

Screening + guided discussion: a selection of short films followed by facilitated conversation.

SDG pathway: several films can be used to compare different artistic approaches to the same issue.
Image & imagination workshop: explore how cinematic forms transform our perception of reality.

Encounter: depending on availability, a discussion with a filmmaker or guest speaker around the film, creativity and the SDGs.

A screening can become a genuine space for dialogue

The Festival can adapt the film selection, duration, mediation level and contributors to the audience: school,
university, cultural institution, association, company or international event.

Festival du film Merveilleux & Imaginaire - 16th edition - 2026 - www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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Interview with Jamal Ademola

N JAMAL ADEMOLA
Director of HOPE

Jamal Ademola discusses the poem that inspired the film, his relationship to wonder, the
transition from live action to hand-drawn animation, and the way HOPE seeks to open
imagination and possibility in the face of discouragement.

HOPE was inspired by a poem by Salome Agbaroji. Producer Nilou Safinya brought the project to me. It began as a film for the
UN's creative agency, Project Everyone, and its Sustainable Development Goals initiative. | wanted to extend it, creating a film
that expressed what many of us feel as we doomscroll, but was also imbued with pulchritude and could inspire imagination.

As an artist and filmmaker, | love observing and investigating the mundane, but I've always been inspired by the magical and
otherworldly. To me, “le merveilleux” means something marvelous and supernatural. In our film HOPE, my intention was to create
a magical animated world that our protagonist, Salome, escapes into, allowing her to become more optimistic and take action. |
think our film embodies “le merveilleux”, and we're very happy to screen here!

| wanted to merge realism and imagination by transitioning between live action and hand-drawn animation. It was important that
our actor’s performance felt grounded in reality before she crossed into this fantastic animated world. The butterfly represents
that threshold, inviting her into a place where imagination becomes transformative. Blending these two techniques allowed us to
create a portal between despair and endless possibility.

Festival du film Merveilleux & Imaginaire - 16th edition - 2026 - www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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A portal between reality and imagination

| think the biggest challenge of making this short film was our schedule and finding ways to honor the poem while visually
expressing this magical animated world. I'm thankful to the production company WTBR, and the incredible team of artists,
animators and producers who helped me bring this vision to life.

Yes, near the end of the film, a young girl emerges from a flower and wears a t-shirt with a watermelon logo, which for some
reason watermelons have become very controversial as of late.

I'd love for the audience to feel inspired, a sense of wonder and awe, and hopeful of course!

I'm currently working on my first feature film, They Came From The Clouds. It's taken me deep into the mountains and coastlines
of Oaxaca, where I've been thinking a lot about ancestry, migration, dreams, and the ways people carry the past. I'm grateful that
the project has been supported by Comcast NBCUniversal, BAVC Media, MDOCS Storyteller’s Institute, PAM-CUT, and Kala Art
Institute, and other organizations. It's been expanding my storytelling sensibilities and a nice mix of documentary, fiction, and
magic! | am very excited about it.

Festival du film Merveilleux & Imaginaire - 16th edition - 2026 - www.festival-film-merveilleux.com



Festival du film FILM & MEDIATION GUIDE 2026 1w m

Mervei”eux & |maginaire 16th edition - 16-18 September 2026 unesco

Commission nationale
frangaise pour 'UNESCO

Sous le patronage de la Commission nationale frangaise pour I'UNESCO

HOPE - visual world

Film stills and portrait supplied by the film team. For editorial reuse, please confirm photographic credits and rights with the Festival.

Festival du Film Merveilleux & Imaginaire celebrates short films as spaces for discovery, emotion and dialogue. Its 16th edition takes
place from 16 to 18 September 2026 at Christine Cinéma Club in Paris, under the patronage of the French National Commission for
UNESCO.

Imagine a screening with the Festival
Festival du Film Merveilleux & Imaginaire works with schools, universities, cultural institutions, associations and partners wishing
to organise screenings around wonder, imagination and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Based on your audience, themes and objectives, we can draw on our network of filmmakers and our film selection to design a
tailor-made programme: one or several short films, a thematic screening, an SDG-focused pathway, or an event bringing together
cinema, culture, education and major contemporary issues.

Depending on the project and availability, a screening can be enriched by facilitated discussion, an audience exchange, a
workshop, or a meeting with a filmmaker or guest speaker.

Each programme is conceived as an experience of discovery and dialogue, adapted to the context, the age of participants and the
objectives of the host organisation.

Would you like to imagine a screening or project with us?

Contact the Festival to build a programme together for your audience. We can mobilise our network of filmmakers,
propose a selection of short films and design a mediation format aligned with your objectives. The 2026 edition is

held under the patronage of the French National Commission for UNESCO.

contact@festival-film-merveilleux.com - www.festival-film-merveilleux.com
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